
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE: 1/19/2021
DEPARTMENT:  Management Services

SUBJECT:  

CELEBRATION OF THE CITY’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

Receive presentation.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

In recognition of the City’s 30th Anniversary, staff is providing a summary of 
activities planned in 2021 for the City Council’s review and comment.  To honor 
the anniversary, staff created a special webpage, a new 30th anniversary logo, 
and plans a year-long outreach effort to engage, educate, and unify residents.

In December 1991, Lake Forest residents approved the City’s incorporation by a 
2-to-1 margin, and selected the name Lake Forest, edging out El Toro and 
Rancho Canada by a slim margin. In the past, the City celebrated its anniversary 
every five years by augmenting existing community activities to incorporate the 
anniversary theme and producing new events to mark the occasion.  These 
anniversaries give the City an opportunity to educate residents about the City’s 
evolution since incorporation and allow them to celebrate their hometown.

As part of the Community Services Department’s regular programming, the City 
normally organizes several community events throughout the year.  However, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions on large gatherings and events, 
most of the City’s community events have been canceled and in turn, this year’s 
anniversary events will operate differently than recent anniversary celebrations.  
To honor the City’s 30th Anniversary, the City’s Public Information Office (“PIO”) 
staff intends to use current and new outreach tools for the anniversary campaign.  
The celebration effort will be focused on online and virtual platforms due to the 
uncertainty of holding events due to the pandemic.  Staff intends to highlight the 
City’s anniversary by encouraging residents to share memories and photos of 
Lake Forest and its history through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and NextDoor. 

Elements of the 30th Anniversary will be incorporated to any event(s) the City is 
able to hold in the latter half of 2021. Staff created an anniversary webpage: 
www.Lakeforestca.gov/30thanniversary, which features a “story map”, comprised 
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of historical photos of the Lake Forest. The page also includes fun elements such 
as trivia questions and “30 Fast Facts” about Lake Forest. The page will 
encourage residents to share their Lake Forest stories and photos. 

Additionally, staff will produce videos, including the Mayor’s Minute, that talk 
about Lake Forest’s past, its accomplishments over the last 30 years, and      
long-term plans. These videos will be posted to the City’s social media platforms, 
as well as the future Lake Forest television station hosted on Cox 
Communications. Other tools will also be used, such as a new podcast with 
interviews of some of the City’s incorporation leaders. 

The highlight of the celebration will be the unveiling and use of a new 30 Year 
Anniversary Logo (Attachment). The logo incorporates the clock tower from the 
new Civic Center, and includes Saddleback Peak. Clock towers hold a symbolic 
place in literature and historic squares across the world as city centers and 
gathering places, emphasizing the Civic Center as the Community’s               
“100 Year Home”. Adding Saddleback Peak establishes Lake Forest as the heart 
of the Saddleback Valley, and the gateway to South Orange County. The logo 
features a ribbon proclaiming “30 Years of Cityhood”, and will be used on all 
promotional items, signage, and written correspondences (e.g., business cards, 
letterhead, emails, newsletters, etc.). In addition, staff will provide Lapel pins with 
the new logo as a giveaway item. The Fiscal Year 2020-2021 PIO Budget has 
sufficient funds for lapel pins and contest prizes for residents, estimated at 
approximately $4,000. The anniversary logo will only be printed on newly ordered 
letterhead and business cards after the current stock has been used.

During the upcoming budget process, staff will propose hosting a 30th 
anniversary event in December 2021.  This proposed event will be dependent on 
the allowance of public gatherings by the California Department of Public Health, 
and Orange County Health Care Agency. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no cost associated with the recommended action.  

ATTACHMENTS:

Lake Forest 30th Anniversary Logo

Initiated By: Jonathan Volzke, Sr. Communications and Marketing Analyst
Submitted By: Brett Channing, Deputy City Manager
Approved By: Debra Rose, City Manager


